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While the world seems topsy-turvy and all 
the talk is about change, there is one constant 
– people need a decent place to live where they 
can be a productive part of this great place that 
we call America.

Habitat for Humanity plays a small, but im-
portant role in trying to help provide decent, 
affordable homes for those families who are 
struggling with life and can’t break through the 
financial and institutional barriers to become homeowners – a big part of 
the American dream. Since the beginning of Habitat in 1977 in Ameri-
cus, Georgia, over 300,000 Habitat homes have been built in the United 
States. The secret of Habitat’s success is that we provide a helping hand 
to people in need, not a handout.  

Each Habitat homeowner must qualify based on need, must meet 
income requirements that allow that family to pay the modest mortgage 
payment, and must contribute 300 hours of sweat equity toward the 
construction of their home. Habitat funds the construction of the home 
through donations from the community and then carries the long-term, 
interest-free mortgage on the home. Payments made by the homeown-
ers go into a revolving fund to build more homes.  

Volunteers who have helped to build a Wimberley Habitat home know 
that our homes are well-built and solid. We have independent inspec-
tions of all our construction and use only licensed professionals for those 
trades that require them, such as electrical, plumbing, and heat and air 
conditioning. We are a builder registered with the Texas Residential Con-
struction Commission and must warranty each new home we build.

Our last home, number 11, was built with an eye toward the future 
and our nation’s energy problems. We used foam insulation in that home 
and plan to use it again in home number twelve that we started build-
ing in October 2008. This new product seals and insulates the home. 
It is expected to reduce the home’s energy consumption by up to 50%. 
We are excited about “going green” and doing what we can to help the 
planet.

In closing, let me state that without the help of our business partners, 
our churches, and our outstanding volunteers, our mission would not 
fly.  But with the great support of the Wimberley community and be-
yond we look forward to the future and to serving many more families 
in need.  
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Our Wish List
LCD projector � 24� & 48� Speed Clamps

Contributions to WVHH

YES, I want to invest in the future of  the Wimberley Valley.
I would like to make a tax-deductible donation of:

 q $25	 q $50	 q $100	 q Other
I’d ike my contribution to be made:

	
	 In Honor of:
	
	 In Memory of:

Name:

Address:

City:	        		  State:   		  Zip:

Make checks payable to: Wimberley Valley Habitat for Humanity

Winter
2008

< £ [ZLL £ {mrxiv 4<

Donations  (time and goods) to the Village Store 847-3960
Cleaning out closets for the Holidays.....Don�t

forget the Village Store
Jim McMeans, Past President
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WVHH from Wimberley to Hungary
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WVHH goes GREEN, saves energy and $$

In May 2008, WVHH Board Member Leeanne Ruane 
was part of a Habitat Global Village team and traveled 
to Szarvas, Hungary. The team consisted of 15 people 
who ranged in age from 18 to 70 and represented seven 
US states and three Canadian provinces.  Ruane stated, 
“We all shared a desire to help families in other countries 
escape from poverty housing in an exciting and cultur-
ally rich part of the world. We were certainly a group of 
people with a strong sense of community and a great 
work ethic.” 

The team’s journey in Hungary began in Budapest on 
May 3, 2008. That evening they were greeted and briefed 
by the Habitat team leaders and enjoyed a formal dinner. 
The next morning, they toured the Hungarian Parliament. 
That afternoon, they traveled to Szarvas, Hungary (90 km 
southeast of Budapest), where the build was scheduled. 
Szarvas’ population is approximately 18,000 and includes 
a significant Slovak minority.  Szarvas has a cultural his-
tory dating back 1000 years. “In Szarvas we stayed at the 
Koros Volgye, a small local motel called a ‘panzio.’ We 
stayed in double rooms with baths, had breakfast each 
morning at the hotel, lunch at a local pub near the work 
site, and dinner in local restaurants. We also enjoyed a lo-
cal tour hosted by the Szarvas Habitat local team leader, 
which detailed the fascinating history of Hungary!” 

Habitat for Humanity Szarvas builds multi-family 
housing to provide homes to local families and reduce 
construction costs. The homes are built with simple, en-
ergy-efficient construction, and they rely on volunteers to 

lower the labor costs. The team worked on a quadraplex 
which consists of four, two-bedroom, one bath, kitchen 
and living area, apartments. Construction on this build 
began in the summer of 2007 and concluded four weeks 
after the team returned to the U.S. 

Ruane described a typical day: “When our team ar-
rived at the worksite, there was a crowd of inquisitive chil-
dren and other families from homes completed by Habitat 
the year before. The pleasure of meeting these families is 
the real joy of building in overseas countries. The team 
members brought small toys for the children to play with 
while their parents worked. In the evenings after building, 
we had short devotion and reflection times to talk about 
why we joined the Szarvas team.

We also shared our experiences and personal insights 
of traveling to Hungary. We got dirty, tired, and occasion-
ally frustrated, but our efforts were well rewarded at the 
dedication of the homes during the end of our second 
week. After our build schedule was complete, most of 
us donated our work clothes to the partner families for 
their personal use.” Each partner family contributes 1000 
hours of sweat equity, compared to the 300 hours con-
tributed by WVHH partner families.

Ruane concluded, “Traveling with Habitat for Human-
ity International is a wonderful opportunity to give back 
to the global community and it also provides us with rare, 
hands-on cultural experiences.”  Ruane is planning on 
traveling to Honduras in March 2009 for her next interna-
tional build.

WVHH helps Szarvas families out of  poverty housing

United States government energy labs estimate 
that air infiltration to your home wastes up to 40% of 
every home heating and cooling dollar. This is not 
only a critical home energy problem; it is a critical 
national energy problem!

Air infiltration is caused by leaks around win-
dows and doors, and by the spaces, joints, voids 
and cracks hidden inside the structure of your home. 
This unwanted air penetrates the building shell and 
travels into your attic, inside walls and ceilings, un-
der baseboards, and along hidden pathways in the 
plumbing and electrical system. Even the best-built 
houses have seams and gaps that permit air infiltra-
tion, and traditional fiberglass and rock wool insula-
tion does not address this problem. 

Since uncontrolled air disrupts the temperature, 
air pressure and humidity of the living space, the 
heating and cooling system has to work harder to 
maintain your family’s comfort. Air infiltration causes 
almost half of your heating and cooling energy to be 
wasted, resulting in higher utility bills.  If air infiltra-
tion could be significantly reduced, you would be 
able to downsize the investment in the mechanical 
heating and cooling equipment you need. For ex-
ample, a 1.5 ton heat pump could provide the same 
indoor comfort level as a more costly 2 ton unit for 
a 1200 sq. ft. house. Who wouldn’t want to lower 
their utility bills, save money on the investment in 
the heating/cooling system, and help the national 
energy crisis?

There is a solution to the above problem: spray 
polyurethane foam. The foam is applied as a heated 
liquid and instantly fills every open space and then 
cures in seconds around every pipe, electrical outlet, 
light switch and window. This product is installed, 
by a trained operator, to the outside stud walls (be-
fore sheetrock installation) and roof decking (see 
the YouTube video here http: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VFjxWdPPY1Q).

The foam is virtually impermeable to air and of-
fers an R-value of over 3.5 per inch, considerably 
beyond that of traditional fiberglass.  Foam systems 
are readily available, and are the most cost effective 
insulations available in the market today._

Why are we bothering you with this energy tu-
torial?  Because WVHH just built our first “green” 
house using foam insulation for our Diane Lewis 
partner family.  Thanks to the generous gift from 
Cool Spray LLC (http://www.coolsprayllc.com) for 

providing the equipment and materials, and to St. 
Mary’s Knights of Columbus for reimbursing the la-
bor, Diane is the proud owner of a true energy ef-
ficient home. 

How efficient? A few readings of Diane’s electric 
meter for September projects that her Energy Use 
Intensity (EUI) will be 26.2 kBTU per sq. ft. per year.  
Since this usage was measured during a hot month, 
her average over a full year would be less than this (a 
lower EUI figure is better than a higher one).

Currently fewer than 1% of single family dwellings 
have an EUI this low, and Diane’s house is consider-
ably more efficient than the approximate EUI of 33 
that would qualify for a platinum Energy Star Effi-
ciency rating. And the average EUI of all American 
residences is currently 42!  And we also downsized 
her heat pump from our traditional size to a more 
energy efficient size. Bottom line: foam works for Di-
ane, and WVHH and its building partners are proud 
to have provided it.

WVHH  goes green with spray polyurethane foam
The Family Selection Committee of the Wimberley 

Valley Habitat for Humanity is searching for our next 
partner family. House number 13 is scheduled to break 
ground in 2009.  Families who are in need of decent, 
affordable housing should consider applying.

You must currently live in the 78676 postal zip code 
or within the Wimberley Independent School District 
attendance area and for at least 6 months prior to 
your application.  

If your current living conditions are crowded, more 
than two to a bedroom, or if there are problems with 
the structure of the house, you may be eligible. If you 
have plumbing problems that create unsanitary con-
ditions, electrical problems that are dangerous, or if 
you are living in a house without adequate heating or 
cooling, you may be eligible.

Habitat for Humanity gives families a hand up and 
not a hand out.  If selected, you will be given the op-
portunity to buy the Habitat for Humanity house on a 
25 year note with no interest.  You will be required to 
put in three hundred sweat equity hours.  

In order to set families up for success we have 
developed a graduated table of minimum and maxi-
mum income requirements. The income requirements 
are printed on the reverse side of the Prequalifying 
Questionnaire.  You can go to www.Wimberleyhabi-
tat.org and download the questionnaire, or you may 
pick one up at the Village Thrift Store located at 300 
River Road, Wimberley. Return the questionnaire to 
Wimberley Valley Habitat for Humanity, P. O. Box 
1205, Wimberley, Texas 78676, Attention Family Se-
lection Committee.

#13 lucky number for next partner family

Village Store Volunteers
WVHH gratefully thank the following people for 

their untiring dedication to Habitat for Humanity 
through the donation of their time at The Village 
Store.  Our progress is  due in large part to your 
good works.

Doretha  Dare
Leonard Denney	
Sylvia Dinsmore
Carol Fleming
Charlie Fleming
Robin Forrester
Morris Haggerton
Cheryl Harding
Annanette Harper
Betsy Harrison
Anne Jackson

Dick Jackson
Jim McMeans
Darrell Peterson
Milton Pankrantz
Darlene Shuttlesworth
Fred Shuttlesworth
Irma Tibbetts
Ruby White
Jan Whitney
Ray Winder
Ruth Winder

C    nserve T    day!
Reap the Rewards Tomorrow! 
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WVHH  appreciates churches participation

A welcoming home 
Jennifer Fuhr
Pastor of Lutheran Church of the Resurrection

What a wonderful community! This little village 
of Wimberley has welcomed me in with open arms 
as a new pastor in the area.  And now, three months 
into the call – welcome to the Habitat Board and 
write us an article! What? What to say as a new per-
son to Wimberley and to Habitat? 

Hmmm…..
Well, I say kudos to you! What a gift the Lord has 

given this community through the work of Habitat 
for Humanity.  The dedicated folks that serve on 
the board, prayerfully find a candidate for a house, 
work with the family, raise money for the work, plan 
the layout of the house, work with countless people 
to bring all the materials and building together, and 
especially to all those who volunteer their time and 
talents to building a beautiful home to help a family 
in need. 

And, of course, not to forget all those in this com-
munity that continue to pray for the work of Habitat.  
What a gift the Lord has given – given through YOU!  
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spir-
it; and there are varieties of services, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in everyone.”  
(1 Corinthians 12:4)  Take heart – your gift is valued 
and used!

I noticed the profound impact of the gift of Habi-
tat at the dedication of the home for Diane and Car-
leigh.  The love and care that went in to the journey 
of building this house is so precious to this family 
and to the families down the road. And now we wel-
come Judy Roberts and her children into the Habi-
tat family. Again – another wonderful gift!

The love of sharing, creating, service, all togeth-
er in the name of God’s mission in Wimberley does 
not go unnoticed. 

Coming together to live out talking the talk and 
walking the walk of Christian faith through Habitat for 
Humanity is a great accomplishment for the service 
of the Lord. Something for each of you to be very 
proud of – whether you worked in the past, continue 
to work today, or if you will be recruited for the future 
work….your work is blessed!  You truly live out what 
scripture tells us:  “…whatever you do, do everything 
for the glory of God.”  (1 Corinthians 10:31)

It is my honor and pleasure to serve side-by-side 
with you in this mission that God has granted to us 
through the work of Habitat.  All thanks and praise 
to God!

Church Relations Committee
 WVHH Board Member Sharon Graves chairs 

the Church Relations committee which provides 
liaison with local congregations and parishes.  The 
committee consists of representatives of several 
churches and includes the following members: 
Sylvia Dinsmore, David Glenn, Jane Lander, Rex 
Wilson, Gene Henderson, Nelda Aplin, Jim Spitzer, 
Betty Spiess, and Mike Schliessmann.

Local churches provide invaluable service to 
WVHH. Many have dedicated offerings to support 
Habitat’s housing mission in the area.  Others have 
provided a noon meal on the day of the Big Build, 
when over 60 volunteers are fed. Churches have 
contributed labor for framing, painting and various 
other construction jobs.

 If your church is not represented, or you would 
like more information about Habitat’s mission in 
Wimberley, please contact Sharon Graves at 830-
935-3330.

Your time and talents are the foundation
of Habitat’s success!

Golden Hammers

Ace Hardware - Wimberley
Burleson Design Group – Wimberley
Cedar Supply - Kyle
Chuck Gilroy Inspections – Driftwood
Cool Spray LLC – San Antonio
Driftwood Surveying – Wimberley
Final Touch II – Wimberley
Hill Country Aerobic Systems – Dripping Springs
Hill Country Plumbing – Wimberley
Hollmig Engineering – New Braunfels
Independence Title – Wimberley
Ingram Readymix – San Marcos
James Hardie Products – San Antonio
Jim Henderson Real Estate - Wimberley
Jim’s Rent-All – Wimberley
Junkin Law Ofþce - Wimberley
K & J Woodworks – San Marcos
McCoys Building Supply – San Marcos
Moore Supply – San Marcos
Pat Caballero, PE  - Wimberley
Pedernales Electric Coop - Kyle
Plan-It Septic Design – Spring Branch
Reliable Air – Kingsbury
Ronnie Perez Drywall – San Marcos
Strobel Construction Company – Wimberley
Tilson Homes – San Marcos
CHURCHES
Chapel in the Hills – Wimberley
Christian Church - Wimberley
Church of Christ – Wimberley
First Baptist Church - Wimberley
First Methodist Church – Wimberley
Knights of Columbus – Wimberley
Saint Mary Catholic Church – Wimberley
Saint Stephens Episcopal Church - Wimberley
Wimberley Presbyterian Church – Wimberley
ORGANIZATIONS
Community Civic Club – Wimberley
Hays County Commissioners Court – San Marcos
The Village Store – Wimberley
Wimberley Lions Club – Wimberley 
Woodcreek Property Owners Association – Wimberley

BUSINESSES, CHURCHES
AND ORGANIZATIONS

CONSTRUCTION VOLUNTEERS

Jack Anderson
Richard Armstrong
Shawn Audlin
Ray Babineaux
Joel Barks
Barbara Barks
Janette Barlow
Donna Bridges
Kira Brown
Heather Bulin
Ron Bunting
Pat Chagnon
Cheri Chilcote’
Bob Cross
Ken Davis
Bruce DeHart
Leonard Denney
Eric Eskelund
Anna Fisher
Charlie Fleming
John Frala
Carly Frels
Don Furtick
Gene Germain
Sharon Graves
Rick Graves
Mel Grifþn
Signe Grifþn
Cookie Hagemeier
Fred Hagemeier
Morris Haggerton
Mike Hargrave
Max Hawthorne
Joe Highnote
Sharon Highnote
Johan Holter
Ron Holter

David Hoppes
Steven Hough
Sandra Knell
Ron Kondoff
John Levosky
Chris Lewis
Diane Lewis
Joel Lowry
Lauren Lowry
Morgan Marion
Greg Mayo
Vicky Mayo
Tom McComb
Jim McMeans
Jim Miller
Irene Murrell
Darrell Peterson
Don Rainer
Bob Ratliff
David Richards
Judy Roberts
Leeanne Ruane
Mike Ruane
David Slyter
Jim Spitzer
John Strobel
Jim Sturm
John Threeton
Sandy Wallace
Jennifer White
Joe Williams
Lynn Williams
Pat Williams
Jeffrey Williamson
Kristy Young
Marvin Wold
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xli vseh Give the gift of happiness this Christmas.

Make a donation to WVHH and help
provide a new  home to someone who
may never own one without your help.




